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18 March 1983 


MEMORANDUM FOR: Director of Logistics 


FROM: 
Chairman, Fine Arts Conmission 


SUBJECT: Lowered Ceiling in GE Corridor 


1. In August 1981, in a memorandum to the Chief, 
Headquarters Engineering Branch, I expressed the concern of the 
Fine Arts Commission about the proposal to lower the ceilings in 
the corridors of the ground floor of Headquarters Building, 
commenting in particular about the ceiling in the corridor which 
serves the Northeast entrance. I understand that our 
observations were reflected in guidance provided by the Office of 
Logistics to GSA. In response to questions raised by work now in 
progress, however, I have been informed that GSA, over looking 
instructions to the contrary, is proceeding with plans to lower 
the ceiling of GE corridor to eight feet. ; 


2. The matter was discussed at the FAC meeting of 14 March 
and there was a strong concensus that we should not allow this 
work to proceed without an expression of protest. As we said in 
1981, "a drastically lowered ceiling in this area would make a 
depressing, not to say menacing, impression upon individuals: 
arriving through that entrance." 


3. We understand that the increases in electrical and air 
handling services in the building necessitate increasing the 
space allocated for such purposes, and that some lowering of the 
ceiling in the GE corridor is probably inevitable. We urge you 
to do everything you can, however, to ensure that the change does 


the minimum possible damage to the appearance of that. entrance 
corridor. 


cc: DDA (info) 
C/OL/HEB 


OL/LSD (Attns[ | 


| (18 March 1983) 
1StriToution: ne oe ; 


Original - addressee. 
pth Files 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chief, Real Estate §& Construction Division, OL 


FROM: SS 
Chief, Headquarters Engineering Branch, 


RECD/OL 


SUBJECT: Lowering Ceilings in Headquarters Building 


1. The Agency was advised that GSA intended to lower 
ceilings in the Headquarters Building in a meeting on 7 February 
1980 attended by representatives from both RECD and LSD. At 
that time, it appeared that this project would be designed 
in FY-80 and constructed in FY-81. For unknown reasons, but 
probably monetary, GSA has delayed this project until now. 

On 22 July 1981 I received a copy of a Scope of Work combining 
the ceiling lowering with the installation of an Economizer 

in the Powerplant. While my personnel are qualified to look 

at the mechanical and electrical portions of this scope, a copy 
of the scope was sent to ADS to review the architectural portion. 
ADS subsequently sent a copy to the Fine Arts Commission which 
prompted their suggestions. 


2. The intent of this project has never been to lower 
ceilings to an uncomfortable level for personnel. The main 
areas on the first floor in this project are those subcortidors 
that are relatively narrow with high ceilings that would aesthet- 
ically improved with a lower ceiling. It is intended that no 
ceiling would be lowered to an unacceptable level as judged by 
Agency architects. 


3. I hope the above:clarifies some prior questions 
concerning this project. It is basically at the conceptional 
stage where the Agency's input and directions can be incorporated 
with no impact. 
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1 - OL/RECD/HEB Official 
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Chairman, Fine Arts Commission 


ert, Headquarters Engineering Branch, 


RECD/OL 
SUBJECT: Lowered Ceilings in the Headguarters Building 
REFERENCE: Memo for C/HEBZRECD/OL fr Chairman, FAC 


dtd 28 Aug 81, subj: Proposal to Lower 
Ceilings of Ground Floor Corridors 


1. I apprectate your response and your suggestions on 
lowering the ceilings in the particular area in GE corridor. 
It is our intent to advise GSA that the ceiling enone not be 
lowered in this area. 


Z. The project to lower the ceilings at the Head- 
quarters Building is in its infant stages. GSA is gathering 
basic information it needs to task a designer with this 
project. As you may be aware, the initial GSA sketches 
indicated lowering ceilings in corridors that have not 
existed for several years. Preliminary discrepancies of this 
sort are quite natural when a propesed project is in its. 
conceptual stage. 


3. Again, I appreciate your response and will keep 
management advised as this project progresses. 


Distribution: 
Orig - Adse 
1 - OL/RECD/HEB Official 
1 ~ OL/RECD/HEB Chrono OL 1 3669 


] - OL Reader 
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3. In fpeoonee to your note and | question: regarding | 

Cc Jeonmenlt s concerning a proposed GSA project 

lower sone corridor ceilings) in th¢ Headquarters lding, 


so I asked to prepare a short background ‘paper 
on the project in response to bad yer to be and a response 


TAT 
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(as. attached. and yet to be released). 


The thrust jof the effort between HEB, ADS, ‘and GSA was 
to determine a sicope of work which cabo be. utilized to 


&. establish a projiect which would then be designe ed: by G GSAts 
A&E. The objective wais a lower ceilings tn cotridors to 
bn be ce OW more spaca in congest ceilings for increasing amounts 
Fe of required dis tir ibut ijon Seranc. nergy conservation, and 


elimination of very obvious lly poor y propo gned, high-- 
Boeke volume -narrow-corridoy, Space. (of which thete 15 much on. the 
8. first floor). | l 

| i i ‘ 
=e HEB & ADS. made. corrective. coments on dr awings: AS GSA 
9. early on in the interfiac These comments excluded 


reducing the ceilings jin “ conridors referred od ara 
tate Pe ceca | Unfortunately, the subsequent set of drawings sent 
10. by GSA for approval did not jincludé our chanves and were 
also incorrect due to ithe usie of o} solete building drawings 


ww. . these obsolete. and. corrected. oos Chief were the basis upon 
{ 
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12. “However, our attached memo clarifies 
the ae and indicates the scope gf work 1s in its infancy 
cates aad - ve to he-tormatizied.. Our-j04nt RECD/LS) comments back 


to GSA iad eliminate lagain ithese tbvious errors. A number 
of corridors should, however, be reduced in ceiling height 
setae in-Vvery. bv LOus~ loeatdions..— |L would be very happy to show you 
some of these conditions or ja tourlat your convenionce, 
through some of 

to Our corrective 


STAT In early 1380, and | walke 
aw. . the-corridors-needing correction +which 
comments to GSA ‘along With those from SD. 
and=I seem to recall bringing thi subject, u 
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Chakenan, Fine Arts Cosmnianton 


L3picys Proposal to Lower Cotlings of Ground Fl PE 
Soarridors oe epee 
FILE 


Tt nas deen browght to wy attention toat there are plans to 
Jower the cetlings in mest of the corridors on the ground floor 
RL Ueaderuarters Guilding, Presurabiy the anticipates economies 
in meatiny ant aireconcitioning are expected to offset the cost 
ot thie effort. On behalf of the Fine Arts Cemmtission I would 
like to make two suagestions. 


Se 
by * 
cer fs 
Lil 
C/LSDAOL 


The broad corridor leading from the northeast 
entrance to the junction of and F corridors is 
une of the orincinal public entrancec to tha 
puilding. «A drastically lowered ceiling in this 
area would make & Cenressino, not to say menacing, 
impression upon individuals erriving through that 
entrance, We atrongly recomuend that this 
thoroughfare Ne left with its present reasonably 
hieh ceiling. 


Tne Of coreidor provides two exasples of already 
lowered ceilings. Near © corridor, the part which 
has bean lowered to dust aver seven Feet gives one 
2 sense of pear claustrophobic crowdiny, particu- 
larly frem the liqnts which project an additional 
four inches {ron the extremely low ceiling. Yoward 
Pocorrider, the seeatien of cetiing which has been 
dropped only one Foot or so does not give the same 
ieoression. “eae home that the Latter installation 
will be the model for the work ta be Jone in tne 
other corridors, 
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